
John Miller C. Reed, S. B. Turman and Harriet Reed Turman and for whom some streets in 

the South Atlanta-Lakewood Heights-Chosewood Park neighborhoods are named.    

Prepared by Paul C. McMurray pcm5@comcast.net/404-993-2293 

 

Around 1860, John Miller C. Reed (JMCR) came to the area around the intersection of 
Lakewood Avenue and McDonough and bought many hundreds of acres of land.  This included 
all or large parts of Fulton County Land Lots 39, 40, 41, 56 and parts of others.  See the Fulton 
County Grantee List below. 
 
I also want to mention that another large land purchase of 400 acres was made in 1880 by the 

Freedman's Aid Society working with the Methodist Episcopal Church (now known as the 

United Methodist Church) to create a larger campus for Clark University and Gammon 
Theological Seminary.  These 400 acres were located in the area west of where South 

Atlanta neighborhood is now.   The New Schools at Carver and the Villages at Carver now 
sit on this land, although the actual foot print of the 400 acres extended beyond those 

locations.  Both these land purchase have a lot to do with how South Atlanta-Lakewood 

Heights-Chosewood Park area developed. 
 

After purchasing the land in 1860, JMCR built his first house on it.  This house was burned by 
Sherman during the Civil War.   In Franklin Garret’s Yesterday Atlanta p.26, JMCR is described 
as a Colonel in the Fulton County militia.   There are no other references in that book or any 
others that I could find that says JMCR participated in any major battles or was even in Atlanta 
at the time of the Battle of Atlanta.  His participation in the Civil War appears to be limited to a 
couple of years in the Fulton County Militia. 
 
After the Civil War, JMCR built a 2nd house called Hexagon Hall (see picture below) which was 
well known in the city of Atlanta from 1868 to the late 1930’s when it was torn down.   He had 
2 wives who were sisters.  When his first wife, Sarah Ann Nolan, died, JMCR immediately 
married her sister, Lethea A. Nolan.   These Nolan sisters had another sister named Elvira.   All 
3 were daughters to the Hannah Greer Nolan. 
 
After the Civil War, JMCR used his property to support farming and the raising of 
livestock.  This resulted in his farm being one of the major suppliers of food to the Atlanta area 
during the reconstruction period.  JMCR had 2 sons named Milton and Nolan. 
 

As a result, it is likely that area streets named Miller Reed, Nolan, Milton, Ann, Hannah 

and Lethea and Elivra get their names from JMCR, his sons and his wives and their relatives.  
 
 
 
 
 



Fulton County Grantee Book 
Hundreds of Acres Purchased By John Miller C. Reed around 1860 
 

  



 
 

 

 

  
 
  



 

 

 

 

   



HEXAGON HALL 
1910 Picture of Hexagon Hall form Franklin Garrett’s Yesterday’s Atlanta.   A-Tow now sits on the 
property when Hexagon Hall once stood and where the Turman Estate once exisited.  This was around 
McDonough Road and Lakewood Avenue. 
 

 
Atlanta Historical Society 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



S. B. Turman marries Helen Reed, daughter of John Miller C. Reed (JMCR).   Eric 

St, Harriet St, Blashfield and Turman Avenue get their names. 

 

Sometime between 1880 and 1900 S. B. Turman married JMCR daughter Helen 
Reed and JMCR’s property came under the control of that couple.   S. B. Turman 
was a prominent realtor in Atlanta was involved in real estate all over the city 
including such developments as Sylvan Hills.  S. B. Turman also started subdividing 
the JMCR estate into properties that could be marketed as residential real 
estate.   Chosewood Park was one of the areas S. B. Turman subdivided.   He also 
created a subdivision known as the Turman Estate where Hexagon Hall sits and A-
Tow is now and around which most of the streets are named after members of the 
Turman-Reed family.   
 
Up to his death in 1922, S. B. Turman was known as a man capable of great 
hospitality who held many events at his home.  The AJC reported many times that 
the Atlanta Garden Club met at Hexagon Hall.  During his life, S. B. Turman was a 
Fulton County Commissioner and served on the Fulton County Board of 
Education.  He was also known as supporting the creation of the Lakewood 
Fairgrounds. 

 
Upon his death in 1922, Helen Reed Turman stepped up the real estate 
development in the areas previously subdivided by S. B. Turman.  In 1924, Helen 
put the Turman Estate up for sale and moved to Buckhead.  From there she moved 
to Ansley Park where she died in 1961.  It was during this time when most houses 
in Chosewood Park were built. 
 
 
 
 
  



Here are how the following Streets got their names: 
 
1. Eric Street is named after  Eric Noel Turman who was the son of S.B. 

Turman and Helen Reed Turman and who died early in life. 

2. Harriet Street in South Atlanta is named after the Turman’s daughter 

Harriet Turman Smith 

3. Finally Blashfield Avenue is named after the early 1900’s portrait painter 

Edwin Blashfield.  He was a friend of the Turman’s and painted the Good 

Shepherd Mural that still can be seen in St. Luke’s Episcopal Church on 

Peachtree Street.   Here is Edwin Blashfield’ s Wikipedia Page:  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_Blashfield 
 
  

https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=96094305
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_Blashfield


Lemuel P. Grant as a Civil War Colonel 
 
Naming a street after John Miller C. Reed is not a different from the way a lot of 
streets and neighborhoods got their names in the Chosewood Park area.  For 
instance, Grant Park is named after Lemuel P. Grant.  He was involved in railroads 
before and after the Civil War as an engineer and owner.  As a Civil War chief 
engineer of the Confederate Department of Georgia, he built the defenses for the 
confederacy used during the Battle of Atlanta with slave labor.   However, Grant 
Park and the park is not named after him because he was in the Civil War.  Grant 
Park is named after Lemuel Grant because he donated the land on which Grant 
Park (the park) is now.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lemuel_Grant 
 
From the New Georgia Encylopedia (see 
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/lemuel-grant-
1817-1893) 
During the Civil War Grant was chief engineer of the Confederate Department of 
Georgia and was responsible for fortifying the city of Atlanta.  He proposed having 
accurate surveys made and mapping a portion of the land west of Atlanta and the 
various crossings of the Chattahoochee River.   In August 1863 he reported that 
defensive works were being built at the Chattahoochee River ferries.    
 
Grant issued orders to hire slaves from their owners at $25 per month, or $1 per 
working day, and rations for working on the Atlanta fortifications. The finished 
line, slightly more than ten miles in total length, extended an average of one and a 
quarter miles from the center of the city.   
 
Whatever judgement is made concerning a street named after John Miller C. Reed 
should apply to Lemuel P. Grant even more.  Lemuel P. Grant was much more 
involved in the Civil as a Confederate Colonel than was John Miller C. Reed. 
 
 
 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lemuel_Grant
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/lemuel-grant-1817-1893
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/lemuel-grant-1817-1893
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/geography-environment/chattahoochee-river
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/slavery-antebellum-georgia


Conclusion 

 

Miller Reed Avenue is named for JMCR because he at one time owned most of the 
property in the area and over time most of the streets in the vicinity of his home 
Hexagon Hall were named for members of the Reed-Turman families.  The streets 
were not named to honor the Confederacy or to support white supremacy.  
 
All most all person mentioned in the article are buried in Oakland Cemetery in the 
John Miller C. Reed or S. B. Turman family plots. 
 
Originally Miller Reed Avenue passed in front of JMCR’s home at Hexagon Hall, 
crossed the railroad tracks and ended at McDonough Blvd across the street from 
what was then known at Luther Street.   Luther Street extended from McDonough 
Blvd across Elvira (renamed in 1926 from Myrtle Street)  and ended in the park 
that is now known as Chosewood Park.  In 1929, Luther Street’s name was 
changed to Miller Reed.   This part Miller Reed was viewed as an extension of the 
original Miller Reed that started in front of Hexagon Hall. 
 
As far as I can tell the renaming of Luther Street to Miller Reed Avenue was done 
with no mention of the confederacy and little fanfare.   In AJC Feb 3, 1925 article 
entitled ’28 City Street Names Changed By City Council’, the renaming of Myrtle 
Avenue to what it is now named, Elvira Street, was done ‘to eliminate confusion 
resulting from duplication’.   I suspect the renaming of Luther Street to Miller Reed 
referenced in the AJC Feb 15, 1929 article ‘Auto Centralization Proposal Approved’ 
was done for same reason.   There is another Luther Street in the area in 
Thomasville Heights. 
 

 
  



Elvira Street Name Change 
Street was changed from Myrtle to eliminate confusion resulting from duplication 
 

  



Luther Street is renamed to Miller Reed 

  



Streets Named After Members of the Turman-Reed Family 
 

  

# Street 
Turman-Reed Family 
Member Relationship Find A Grave Profile 

1 Nolan Street Nolan Reed or Family name 
of Miller Reed’s wives. 

Son of Miller Reed John Miller C. Reed 

2 Grant Street Lemuel P. Grant Prominent Person In Area Lemuel P. Grant 

3 Milton Avenue Milton P. Reed Son of Miller Reed John Miller C. Reed 

4 Miller Reed Avenue John Miller C. Reed Pioneer Citizen John Miller C. Reed 

5 Harriet Street Harriet Turman-Smith Daughter of Helen Reed Helen Reed-Turman 

6 Anne Street Sarah Anne Nolan Reed 1st Wife of Miller Reed John Miller C. Reed 

7 Margaret Street Margaret Turman Daughter of S. B. Turman Samuel B. Turman 

8 Dorothy Street Helen Dorothy Turman Daughter of S. B. Turman Samuel B. Turman 

9 Turman Avenue Turman Family Name Family Name Samuel B. Turman 

10 Lethea Street Lethea A. Nolan Reed 2nd Wife of Miller Reed John Miller C. Reed 

11 Elvira Street Elvira Nolan Hussey 3rd sister of Sarah Anne 
and Lethea A. Nolan 

Elvira Nolan Hussey 

12 Hannah Street Hannah Greer Nolan Mother of Sarah Anne,  
Lethea A and Elvira Nolan 

Hanna Greer Nolan 

13 Eric Street Eric Noel Turman Son of Helen Turman-Reed  Eric Noel Turman 

14 Blashfied Avenue Edwin Blashfield Friend to Turman Family.  
Blashfield was a noted 
early 1900's muralist.  He 
painted the Good 
Shepherd Mural at St. 
Lukes Episcopal Church 

See Wikipedia 

     



 Streets Associated with the Reed-Turman Family in Southeast Atlanta 

 

 



John Miller Clark Reed – Find-A-Grave 
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-
bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Reed&GSfn=John&GSmn=Miller&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSob=n&GRid=97065797& 
 

 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Reed&GSfn=John&GSmn=Miller&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSob=n&GRid=97065797&
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Reed&GSfn=John&GSmn=Miller&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSob=n&GRid=97065797&


Samuel B. Turman 
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=96092511 

  

https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=96092511


 
 



Helen Reed Turman 
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=112403056 

 

  

https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=112403056


Elvira Nolan Hussy – Elvira Street in Chosewood Park is named after this person.  This 

person was the sister of Sarah Ann Nolan and Lethea A. Nolan who were the 1st and 2nd wives 
of John Miller C. Reed. 
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=75987186 

 

  

https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=75987186


Sarah Ann Nolan Reed – 1st Wife of John Miller Reed 
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=8782638 

  

https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=8782638


Lethea A. Nolan Reed – 2nd Wife of John Miller C. Reed 
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=8782625 

 
  

https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=8782625


Hannah Greer Nolan – Mother of Sarah A., Lethea A.  and Elvira Nolan 
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=97066282

 
  



Eric Noel Turman – Son of Helen Turman Reed 
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=96094305 

   

https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=96094305


Edwin Blashfield 

Blashfield was born in Brooklyn in 1848 to William H. Blashfield and 

Eliza Dodd.[2] 

He studied painting at the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts after 

initial coursework in engineering at the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology. He moved to Europe in 1867 to study with Léon Joseph 

Florentin Bonnat in Paris and remained abroad until 1881, traveling, 

painting, and exhibiting his work in salon shows. His academic 

background in painting and extensive travels in Italy to study fresco 

painting melded in work marked by delicacy and beauty of coloring. 

Following his early success as a genre painter, Blashfield became a widely admired muralist whose work 

ornamented the dome of the Manufacturers' and Liberal Arts building at the World's Columbian Exposition of 

1893, in Chicago, several state capitols, and the central dome of the Library of Congress. 

He was a member of numerous arts organizations, including the National Academy of Design, the National 

Society of Mural Painters in which he served as President from 1909 to 1914.[3] American Academy of Arts and 

Letters, and the National Institute of Arts and Letters. Blashfield served, from 1920–26, as President of the 

National Academy of Design. Among his many honors, Blashfield was awarded a Gold Medal by the National 

Academy of Design in 1934, an honorary membership in the American Institute of Architects, and an honorary 

doctorate of fine arts by New York University in 1926. He served on the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts from 

1912–16. His circle of friends included sculptor Daniel Chester French, painters John Singer Sargent and 

Maxfield Parrish, and architect Cass Gilbert.[4] His style was influenced by Pierre Puvis de Chavannes, Jean-

Paul Laurens, and Paul Baudry. He married Evangeline Wilbour in 1881 and together they wrote Italian Cities 

(1900) and translated Vasari's Lives of the Painters (4 vols., 1897). Wilbour died in 1918 and Blashfield 

married Grace Hall in 1928.[2] He became president of the Society of Mural Painters, and of the Society of 

American Artists. Blashfield died in 1936 at his summer home on Cape Cod and is interred at Woodlawn 

Cemetery in The Bronx, New York City. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_Blashfield#cite_note-:0-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pennsylvania_Academy_of_the_Fine_Arts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts_Institute_of_Technology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts_Institute_of_Technology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%A9on_Joseph_Florentin_Bonnat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%A9on_Joseph_Florentin_Bonnat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Academy_of_Design
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Society_of_Mural_Painters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Society_of_Mural_Painters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_Blashfield#cite_note-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Academy_of_Arts_and_Letters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Academy_of_Arts_and_Letters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Academy_of_Design
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Institute_of_Architects
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Commission_of_Fine_Arts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_Blashfield#cite_note-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierre_Puvis_de_Chavannes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-Paul_Laurens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-Paul_Laurens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Baudry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giorgio_Vasari
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lives_of_the_Painters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_Blashfield#cite_note-:0-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Society_of_Mural_Painters&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Society_of_American_Artists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Society_of_American_Artists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodlawn_Cemetery_(Bronx,_New_York)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodlawn_Cemetery_(Bronx,_New_York)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Bronx


Selected commissions 

in Atlanta, Georgia a 
mural of the Good 
Shepherd St. Luke's 
Episcopal Church  

Lemuel P. Grant 

https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-
bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Grant&GSfn=Lemuel&GSmn=P&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSob=n&GRid=40598629 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlanta,_Georgia
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Grant&GSfn=Lemuel&GSmn=P&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSob=n&GRid=40598629
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Grant&GSfn=Lemuel&GSmn=P&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSob=n&GRid=40598629


Lemuel P. Grant 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/40598629 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/40598629


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Want City to Buy Nolan Park Place For a Playground
The Atlanta Constitution (1881-1945); Jun 25, 1922; 
pg. 8
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